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FEBRUARY, 1978 [1] 
Editorial 
by H. Jerome Fenzel 
Upon approaching my last few days of a 
long, tedious, yet rewarding, law school 
education, the time is appropriate for me 
to sit back and assess whether law 
schools, particularly the University of 
Baltimore, are responsibly serving the 
needs of both the students they are 
recruiting, admitting and graduating as 
well as the needs of the local legal com-
munity. 
Before evaluating the social respon-
sibilities of law schools, one must first 
ascertain their overall objectives and 
general purpose. The purpose and objec-
tives of law schools can be narrowed 
down to whether law schools exist just to 
make a legal education available to a large 
number of worthy applicants or solely to 
place in society competent attorneys 
practicing the law on a professional level. 
I submit that the latter proposition should 
reflect the general purpose of law schools, 
but unfortunately is not the case at the 
University of Baltimore. 
In the fall semester of 1977 the UB law 
school admitted 140 and 145 students to 
the day and evening law schools respec-
tively. These students eventually selected 
were chosen from a total of 1700 applica-
tions submitted. The ratio of students 
being enrolled in the 1977 first year class 
to the total number of applications (1 :6) 
indicates that either the competition is 
still fierce for getting into law schools or 
the persons being accepted by UB are opt-
ing for admission to another school. 
However, the ratio of students being ac-
cepted to students finally enrolling 
(1.6: 1) does not lead one to conclude 
that UB is the least desirable choice 
among law school applicants. 
The UB School of Law is approximately 
the twelfth largest law school in this coun-
try. It pumps out annually over 300 stu-
dents into the Maryland legal community 
which can only absorb approximately 125 
newcomers each year from all academic 
sources. This leads one to the inescapable 
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query: What happens to the majority of 
persons who are not graced with employ-
ment in the legal community? For some 
the answer is simple; they don't pass the 
Maryland Bar exam and therefore can't 
practice law. Maryland's pass rate in the 
bar exam has been conSistently below six-
ty percent during the past several years. 
This means there are a lot of people who 
struggle through three to four years of law 
school just to find out that they will not 
become a lawyer. Isn't this a bit too late? 
Wouldn't it be better for law schools to 
accept less students and instruct them 
better so that the bar examiners would not 
have to exclude so many from the practice 
of law? It is quite obvious that the bar ex-
aminers operate on a supply/demand 
theory. The lower number of graduates 
taking the bar, the larger the percentage 
of those passing. For example, if the bar 
examiners feel a need to pass 400 candi-
dates, no matter how many candidates 
there are, the lower number of persons 
taking the exam will result in a higher 
state-wide pass rate. 
According to Assistant Dean Weston, a 
recent survey of UB law school graduates 
indicated that approximately 70% of the 
students graduating had gainful employ-
ment at the time of graduation. Of course, 
this figure is significantly skewed by the 
fact that at least 50% of the graduates are 
evening students, who are evening stu-
dents because they already are employed 
and have been employed, for the most 
part, since they entered law school. It can-
not be said that law school helped them 
procure the job they have at the time of 
graduation. 
Of the 70% who have a job at gradua-
tion, only half of these people have a job 
relating to law; i.e., working in a capacity 
where the law is being applied, for exam-
ple, insurance companies, corporate legal 
counsels' offices, bank trust departments, 
government agencies, the court systems 
or law firms. And who knows how many 
of these will ever practice law in the 
capacity they wish? 
The State of Maryland, which subsid-
izes the UB School of Law, has a very 
poor track record of supplying funds for 
law school education. This places a 
burden on the law school administration 
to accept more students than they wish in 
order to pay the bills. So what is the ad-
ministration to do with this circuitous 
problem? 
Well, maybe the UB deans could in-
crease tuition to obtain more dollars per 
capita, thus not requiring so many stu-
dents in school to cover expenses. Maybe 
UB could operate in the red each year and 
throw the burden back onto the General 
Assembly to find the necessary funds to fi-
nance the annual deficits. Surely, the state 
senators and delegates would not want to 
see UB law school go down the drain. The 
State of Maryland needs good lawyers, 
and needs the UniverSity of Baltimore to 
supply them. 
This leads me to the inescapable 
tautology: "Law school is for lawyers." 
This is their raison d'etre; this is why law 
schools receive accreditation; this is their 
responsibility to SOCiety. Anything short 
of preparing the most worthy candidates 
to competently serve the community 
would be an egregious abdication of the 
law school's responsibilities. Admitting a 
surplus of students just to finance the 
large operating budget of the law school 
serves only to dilute the quality of educa-
tion of the school and erode its fine 
reputation. 
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"A Conservative: a Statesman who is enamored of existing 
evils, as distinguished from the Liberal, who wishes to replace 
them with others." 
-Bierce, Ambrose, The Devil's Dictionary 
